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such an education on a daughter, and had discovered that she thought of marrying such a fellow, I would have sent her to the Congress.'
'After having talked slightingly of musick, he was ob-served to listen very attentively while Miss Thrale played on the harpsichord, and with eagerness he called to her, "Why don't you dash away like Burney?" Dr. Burney upon this said to him, " I believe, Sir, we shall make a musician of you at last." Johnson with candid compla-cency replied, " Sir, I shall be glad'to have a new sense given to me1." '
o
pupils were William Taylor of Norwich, Sir William Gell, and the first Lord Denman (ib. i. xxv.-xxx.). Mrs. Barbauld bore Johnson no ill-will. In her Eighteen Hundred and Eleven, she describes some future pil-grims'from the Blue Mountains or Ontario's Lake,' coming to view 1 London's faded glories.'
'With throbbing bosoms shall the wanderers tread The hallowed mansions of the silent dead, Shall enter the long aisle and vaulted dome Where genius and where valour find a home; Bend at each antique shrine, and frequent turn To clasp with fond delight some sculptured urn, The ponderous mass of Johnson's form to greet, Or breathe the prayer at Howard's sainted feet.'
Ib. i. 242.
1 According to Mme. D'Arblay he said :—' Sir, I shall be very glad to have a new sense put into me.' He had been wont to speak slight-ingly of music and musicians. ' The first symptom that he showed of a tendency to conversion was upon hearing the following read aloud from the preface to Dr. Burney's History of Music while it was yet in manuscript:—"The love of lengthened tones and modulated sounds seems a passion implanted in human nature throughout the globe; as we hear of no people, however wild and savage in other particulars, who have not music of some kind or other, with which they seem greatly delighted." "Sir," cried Dr. Johnson after a little pause, "this assertion I believe may be right." And then, see-sawing a minute or two on his chair, he forcibly added :—" All animated nature loves mu-sic—except myself!'" Dr. Burney's Memoirs, ii. 77. Hawkins (Life, p. 319) says that Johnson said of music, '" it excites in my mind no ideas, and hinders me from contemplating my own." I have some-times thought that music was positive pain to him. Upon his hear-ing a celebrated performer go through a hard composition, and hear-
•      'He the same manner, and almost at the same time, by conversing in them indifferently with his father.'
